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The theme of wealth takes center stage in this novel. In fact, it is arguable that the quest for wealth has contributed to the climatic changes that become manifest in the script. A private developer Bear, who is the father in law to Dellarobia Turnbow, is hell bent on converting the mountain of trees into a commercial zone. In a twist of events, millions of monarch butterflies make the forest their new habitat (Kingsolver, 2012). The locals become obsessed by this new development and awe at the beauty of the scenery and interpret it as a miracle. Bear still is not convinced and wants to go ahead with his plans to level the forest in pursuit of wealth. This shows how the quest for riches has transformed the world into a polluted and barren land. Private developers have little regard for the ecology. Theirs is to capitalize on all opportunities regardless of the negative impacts. This is evident in a passage in the book where the author states that the road leading to the mountain top had overgrown yet logging had just occurred in the area in the recent past (Kingsolver, 2012, p. 4).
The monarch butterflies invaded the forest because another private developer could have possibly destroyed their original habitat. After identifying an alternative habitat, they are on the verge of suffering another setback. Bear wants to destroy this habitat to set up economic activities not mentioned in the novel. Even the locals speculating about divine intervention does not dissuade him from his quest (Kingsolver, 2012). He is set and roaring to accomplish his mission. This kind of greed for wealth is what has left the world at a precarious position. Entrepreneurs simply want to pursue what suits their interests at all costs. They will stop at nothing to monetize their ideas. It is little wonder that the world now hangs at a balance as climate change threatens to wipe out life as we know it on this planet. 
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